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It is clear, therefore, that a large fraction, say one-
half, of the men appointed to such a college ought to
be eliminated; and to make this effectual, and to pre-
vent the evils that did so much harm to Haileybury,
it is important to provide by statute that no man
who has been dismissed on account of misconduct, or
dropped for lack of scholarship, shall ever be rein-
stated. In order to prevent unnecessary expense on
the part of the Government, and do as little injury as
possible to the unsuccessful students, the elimination
ought to take place in the first year. In fact, the
number might then be reduced to a point not very
far from the quantity probably needed in the ser-
vice; a sufficient allowance being made for occa-
sional losses by sickness, misconduct, and lack of
diligence.
With a four-years course of study, about three-
quarters of the time might, perhaps, be given to
general studies; that is, to subjects whose aim is
mainly educational rather than giving information
that may be supposed to be of practical value in
the student's subsequent career. The other quarter,
which would not necessarily occupy the whole of
the last year, might be assigned to the technical
studies of the profession, including, of course, the
history, customs, institutions, and languages of the
Islands.
The plan followed at West Point and Annapolis,